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Port Activity in Andalusia during the 5th-6th Centuries AH

Prof. Dr. Raghad Jamal Munaf Al-Azzawi
College of Islamic Sciences
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Keywords: Trade, Ports, Economic Relations
Summary:

Andalusia witnessed a vibrant trade movement, particularly during the 5th-
6th centuries AH, specifically during the reign of Ali ibn Yusuf ibn Tashfin. This
period marked a significant phase in the history of Islamic maritime and commercial
activity in the Islamic West, experiencing a remarkable flourishing of maritime
navigation and the exchange of goods with various regions of the Mediterranean.
The political stability provided by the Almoravid state contributed to strengthening
the role of Andalusian ports as vital centers for trade and cultural exchange.

During the reign of Ali ibn Yusuf al-Murabit (541 AH), major ports such as Seville,
Almeria, and Malaga flourished, becoming key centers for exporting agricultural and
industrial products and receiving goods from the Levant, North Africa, and Europe.
These ports also played a vital role in the exchange of knowledge and culture,
serving as bridges for cultural interaction between Muslims and others.

The aim of studying port activity during this historical period is to reveal the extent
of the development of the economic and maritime infrastructure in Andalusia and to
highlight the role of the Almoravid state in supporting trade and securing shipping
routes. This positively impacted the flourishing of economic and cultural life in

Andalusia and its trade relations with many other countries.
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